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“Craig J. Barber's eloquent
photographs are magical and
speak of a soldier's return to
the battlefield, not in triumph
or defeat, but in awe of the
land and its people.??

—Brooks Johnson, Curator of Photography
Chrysler Museum of Art

New York, New York—Vietnam veteran, Craig J. Barber, returns to capture
the healing landscapes of his memories in Ghosts in the Landscape. After
serving in Vietnam as a U.S. Marine, photographer Craig J. Barber returns
twenty-eight years later to a country that he first saw through the eyes of
combat. Haunted by the deaths he witnessed, Barber carries his memories
of being eighteen, taunting bulls-eye painted on his helmet, the smell of
smoldering bombs, and the cries of the dying, back to Vietnam to put his
ghosts to rest. In the Vietnamese countryside he captures healing land-
scapes where bomb craters are used as reservoirs and fish-rearing ponds,
metal sections from former airstrip runways are transformed into window
grates, and shell casings function as fence posts. Taken with a handmade
cardboard pinhole camera and platinum processed, the landscapes are at
once luminous, intimate, and haunting. In a country where half the pop-
ulation is under twenty and has no memory of war, Barber's photographs
give hope that healing and change is on the horizon.

CRAIG J. BARBER, known for his provocative landscape photographs and
recognized as one of today's premier platinum printers, is exhibited in more
than 60 solo exhibitions and represented in numerous public and private
collections including the George Eastman House in Rochester, the Museum of
Fine Arts in Houston, the Victoria & Albert Museum in London, Chrysler
Museum in Norfolk, Museum of New Mexico Sante Fe, Minneapolis Institute
of Arts, Portland Art Museum Portland, the Brooklyn Museum of Art in New
York, and the Biblioteque Nationale de France in Paris. Barber lives in New
York's Hudson Valley and teaches at photography workshops throughout the
United States and Europe.

ALISON DEVINE NORDSTROM curator for the George Eastman House, has
curated over 100 exhibitions of photography and major surveys of contempo-
rary installation, landscape, portraiture, and journalism. She has also worked
extensively with historical photographs related to the construction of race and
place and is the author of numerous catalogue essays, chapters, articles,
and reviews in academic publications. She lives in New York.

UMBRAGE EDITIONS is a New York-based award-winning publisher and
packager of provocative visual books, multimedia projects, and traveling exhi-
bitions. Umbrage Editions creates content-rich products, bringing them from
their initial conception to development and final production. Umbrage proj-
ects vary in subject matter from classic photojournalism to cutting-edge art,
from pop culture to global human rights. For more information see our web-
site www.umbragebooks.com



IMAGE AVAILABILITY AND CREDITS

The cover plus two images are available without charge for press promotion of Ghosts in the Landscape. Mandatory credit line: Photograph
© 2004 Craig Barber, from Ghosts in the Landscape (Umbrage, 2006). If you are interested in running more than two images or to obtain
high-resolution images for reproduction, please contact Umbrage Editions T: (212) 965-0197 x2# F: (212) 965-0276, amy@umbragebooks.com.

Information about each photograph is available upon request.
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