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LONG STORY BIT BY BIT
Liberia Retold

By Tim Hetherington

LONG STORY BIT BY BIT entwines documentary photography, oral testimony, and personal
writing to explore the dynamics of power, international complicity, and the search for justice
in recent Liberian history. Founded by slaves repatriated from the USA, Liberia’s last three
consecutive presidents have faced a grisly end: William Tolbert was disemboweled during a
coup d’état, Samuel Doe was filmed being tortured to death, and Charles Taylor is standing
trial for war crimes at The Hague.

But the terrible years of war and corruption have given way to a remarkable present, with
Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf taking the helm of the country as Africa’s first female president.

LONG STORY BIT BY BIT brings to life an extraordinary range of characters—from warlords
to presidents, environmental activists to traditional hunters, political hustlers to democrat-
ic visionaries. During this time he became preoccupied with the dynamics of power: from
the raw power wielded by the young men of rebel groups to the corrupt power of the tran-
sitional government to the possibilities of a democratically elected president. This book
brings names and faces to news headlines, and in doing so demonstrates that what hap-
pened in Liberia was not the product of inexplicable and random chaos.

Award-winning photographer and filmmaker TIM HETHERINGTON spent eight years living
and working in West Africa, four focused on Liberia. In the 2003 civil war, he and broad-
cast colleague James Brabazon were the only journalists to live behind rebel lines, a situa-
tion that earned them an execution order from then president Charles Taylor. Hetherington
stayed on after the war, living in downtown Monrovia and recording the daily life of a country
moving on. In 2006, he took a break from image making to work as an investigator for the
United Nations Security Council's Liberia Sanctions Committee—reporting directly to the
UN in New York on threats to Liberian stability.

Known for his long-term documentary work, he is the recipient of a Colombia University
duPont award, UK NESTA National Endowment Fellowship and four World Press Photo
prizes, including the 2007 World Press Photo to the Year. He currently lives in New York and
works worldwide as a contributing photographer for Vanity Fair.

On Liberia, Hetherington says: ‘Liberia is commonly known as America’s stepchild. Its
constitution was written at Harvard, its flag a single star and stripes, and its imagination
marked by the notion that it is connected to the USA’
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