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Photographs by SYLVIA PLACHY

The legendary photographer Richard Avedon wrote of Sylvia Plachy: “She makes
me laugh and she breaks my heart. She is moral. She is everything a photographer
should be.” Plachy’s poetic and visually stunning work brilliantly combines
memoirs and wry observation in this major retrospective collection of images
ranging over forty years. Capturing the curiousness of everyday events, Plachy’s
pictures combine personal narrative with public display, and—through the
immediacy of her experience—encapsulate the timelessness of metaphor and
dream. “What makes you push the shutter has to do with seeking a kind of
perfection, a harmony in the world,” Plachy says. “You are instinctively aware it’s
there, but you've got to be completely alert and quick and so deeply awake that
it moves you.” Her lyrical, gently subversive images look at life revealed through
clues, fragments of words, in layers of meaning.

Slyvia Plachy was born in Budapest, Hungary, to parents who hid during the Nazi
persecution only to escape the Hungarian revolution, buried under corn in the
back of a truck. She now lives in New York City with her husband Elliott Brody, and
is the mother of Academy Award-winning actor Adrien Brody, who says of her,
“Tremendously gifted and talented as an artist, she is also a real survivor and the
hardest working person I know.”

First known for weekly pictures in the Village Voice, Plachy has published widely,

in the New Yorker, the New York Times Magazine, Time, Fortune, The Smithsonian, Wired,
Aperture, Artforum, Metropolis, Grand Street, and Granta, amond others. She has
exhibited internationally, with one-person shows at the Whitney Museum, Queens
Museum, Minneapolis Institute of Fine Arts, as well as in Budapest, Berlin,
Vancouver, Arles, and Pingyau, China, and has authored numerous books and
exhibitions. She is the receipient of a Guggenheim fellowship, among numerous
other awards.
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IMAGES (From top left, clockwise): 1. Hubert Selby Jr., 1988; 2. Sueio en La Habana, 2001 / Havana Dream, 2001;
3. Jean Michel Basquiat, 1986; 4. Camionetas amarillas, Dakota del Norte, 2002 / Yellow Trucks, North Dakota, 20
5. El puente de Brooklyn, 1984 / Brooklyn Bridge, 1984




